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What could have been. What is.
And...What will be!
This is a challenging and scary time. We—
individuals, non-profits and businesses—are
all negotiating our new shelter in place reality
and finding solace and hope wherever we can.
As you read this, know that we hope you and
your loved ones are safe, and healthy. We at
the Lake County Land Trust (LCLT) look
forward to the time when we can again gather
together and celebrate the natural world.
Like other nonprofits, LCLT has had to
cancel events, as well as hikes and community planning meetings. Here’s a brief snapshot
of shifts in our docket:
Land Trust Coffee
One of the Land Trust’s favorite events is
the annual Land Trust Coffee held at the Rodman Preserve each March. This well-attended
traditional LCLT event brings faithful
supporters together with Land Trust board
members to learn about our efforts and
accomplishments and how we all fit into this
organization. We were sorry to miss this get
together.
Concert in the Barn
This April we were looking forward to a
new Land Trust experience: Concert in the
Barn, hosted by Gary and Pam Maes. Gary
and Pam were planning a festive event featuring wine, heavy appetizers and music by Misner and Smith—all to benefit LCLT. The venue was to be their recently finished masterpiece, a built-by-hand barn, on their Kelseyville property. While we’re disappointed
that we had to cancel, Gary and Pam are phe(Continued on page 14)

The 200 acre Wright property near Lakeport, currently
in escrow, features hundreds of yards of native tules
along the shore of Clear Lake.

Flowering Buckeye at the Rodman Preserve.

President’s Message

Val Meyer Nixon

As I look out my
office window and see
the first spring Bullock’s Oriole on our
hummingbird feeder,
I am filled with the
joy that this gorgeous
season in Lake County always brings.
While our social responsibility confines
us to our homes and
our worries about
family, friends and

fellow citizens mount, I take comfort in our fortunate
choice of moving to Lake County 35 years ago. As I
called Lake County Land Trust friends last month, I
found most of them being innovative, reflective and
industrious. It was great to talk to everyone and to
catch them up on the “State of the Land Trust,” which
is what I usually do at our Annual Coffee.

You can
choose to
receive
your LCLT
Newsletter
by email
You can opt to receive your newsletter
via email, postal mail, or both! Please
let us know which you prefer. Contact
us at LCLT@lakecountylandtrust.org
if you would like anything changed in
way you receive your newsletter.
Thank You!
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By
Val
Nixon

The Lake County Land Trust has much to look forward to and to be grateful for. Even though we have
cancelled our spring events we are busy taking care of
our properties, upgrading signage, checking easements
and following up on possible acquisitions.
We are still working with The Nature Conservancy to
replace the viewing platform at Boggs Lake. We posted
a new sign at the Boggs Lake parking lot entrance that
is visible from Harrington Flat Road. Efforts continue
to keep up with the falling trees and hope to have a
clean-up and picnic in the fall if possible. There is also
a plan to out slope and gravel the parking lot to prevent
flooding in the rainy season.
The Rodman Preserve Committee has solutions to
the winter trail flooding issue and is hoping to implement the raising of the meadow portion of the trail and
properly draining it. The star thistle eradication and
native grass project is continuing. As soon as it is allowed we will resume our bi-monthly guided walks.
Rabbit Hill’s road has been cleared of falling trees,
encroaching plants and rocks and the road has drainage bars cut into it. We still work with Middletown Art
Center on the ongoing memorial art project and also
hope to add educational signage in the near future.
Executive Director Tom Smythe is working diligently
with the Wildlife Conservation Board and our title
company to smooth out some easement issues with the
Wright property purchase. We anticipate a solution
and final ownership soon of this beautiful 200 acre
lakefront property near Lakeport.
CalTrans’ recent work on the widening of Highway
29 will require oak tree mitigation. We are working
with them to acquire and protect oak woodlands in the
county.
We use Zoom, Hangout, and good old fashion phone
conferences to have our board and committee meetings
and find that after figuring out the glitches they work
well.
The Lake County Land Trust continues to move forward in its quest to conserve and protect what makes
Lake County pristine. In this quiet time of social distancing and staying at home, and while we take time to
reflect and reorganize, I want to thank all of you for
your foresight and generosity in supporting the Lake
County Land Trust.
I hope you are enjoying nature in your backyard and
are staying healthy.

Some Backyard images for your viewing
pleasure! Send some of yours please

A chipmunk at the ground
Roberta Lyons

bird feeder.

Acorn woodpecker getting a sip at the hummingbird feeder. Brad and Kathy Barnwell

Monarch butterfly. Bob Schoenherr

Share your
Backyard!
Have you slowed your pace to appreciate things that in
the past you may have blown right by? Do you find yourself noticing things that have gone unnoticed before? Perhaps some of these things are right in your own backyard.
The simple fact is that social distancing has given us an
unexpected opportunity: the chance to slow down and
notice in a new way.
The Land Trust felt it would be fun to start sharing
what you’ve noticed of nature in your own backyard. Everyone’s backyard is different, unique and special. We’re
certain we have LCLT supporters who live in the midst of
orchards, on the lake, in city lots, and in the middle of the
country surrounded by rolling hills. Wherever your backyard is, show us what you’ve got! If you notice wildlife—
birds, deer, squirrels, turkeys or whatever comes your
way, take a picture! Do you have mature oak trees? Maybe
a favorite manzanita? What are the native plants that you
tend to and nurture? What’s blooming right now? Snap a
shot of that strange bug crawling across the ground, or
take a selfie with your favorite pet as you relax.
I know we’re going to get good variety … and who
knows? In the process, we may just get to know each other better and prove that social distancing can bring us
closer together!
Please send photos for us to share on our Facebook and
our other social media outlets. Professional photographers are welcome, but amateur photography will be
equally delightful. In fact, if you have children at home,
we want to see their observations, too!
We would love to have you share so that we can all see
what you see during this time when our neighborhoods
are quieter and we have the luxury of observation. Please
email your photos to: lclt@lakecountylandtrust.org. The
Lake County Land Trust publishes a monthly “Enewsletter,” and is active on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter. Please include the name of the photographer and
if the photographer is under 18, the photographer’s age.
Now is the time … Get out your phone or your camera,
take some snaps, and show us what you’ve got!

California Thrasher
Bob Schoenherr

in

the

bird

bath.
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Leave a lasting impact with a legacy gift
Some LCLT supporters have chosen to support our mission through planned giving—including LCLT in a will
or trust—or making another kind of legacy gift. Their foresight and yours, should you choose to join them,
ensures the strength and the sustainability of the Lake County Land Trust.
Your planned gift to the LCLT will ensure that conservation efforts continue to preserve and enhance vital
biodiversity, improve the health of our ancient lake, allow wildlife to flourish, and encourage sustainable
economic growth.
Whether you are taking those first important steps toward planning your estate or are in the process of
updating your estate plan, please consider including the Lake County Land Trust in your plans.
If you would like more information about Legacy Giving opportunities, please contact Development Director
Melissa Kinsel at 707.287.7908 or melissakinsel@lakecountylandtrust.org.

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM
You can now become a Land Trust
fan on Facebook and Instagram

Facebook.com/LakeCountyLandTrust
Instagram.com/LakeCountyLandTrust
4

Executive Director’s Message

By Tom
Smythe

Life has dramatically changed but
protection of land and water continues
Since nearly all news
over the last month has
been about the Covid-19
pandemic, I didn’t want
to write about it, but
with current conditions,
that is nearly impossible! Life has dramatically changed for all of
us. Here at the Land
Trust, public activities
are canceled and the
Rodman Nature Center
closed until further notice. Despite this, we’re
fortunate. Land Trust
Tom Smythe
staff already performed
significant work functions from home, so moving
fulltime to a virtual workplace was relatively easy.
Although I miss seeing the osprey pair nesting across
the road from Rodman, the idyllic wildland landscape
view from my house, aka new office, reminds me of
why we live in Lake County and work to preserve our
natural resources. Whether I’m in the office working or
at home working, I’m working on your behalf to continue efforts to protect Lake County’s vital land and
water resources.
I’m pleased to announce that escrow on the 200-acre
Wright property should be closing soon. As final escrows often go, some issues regarding easements arose
that delayed final closure, but I am happy to relate that
these issues are nearly resolved (after about six
months!) and the light at the end of the tunnel is finally
larger than a penlight. This property is the largest acquisition the Lake County Land Trust has accomplished to-date in its Big Valley Wetlands preservation
project. Your support coupled with a significant grant
from California’s Wildlife Conservation Board, raised
the funds for this property in record time, and now we
are in the last leg of the journey. I hope that late spring
I can report to you that escrow is indeed closed!
We are continuing to work with Caltrans to mitigate
for losses of valley and blue oaks with their highway

projects. The Land Trust will own in fee title approximately 100 acres of oak woodlands that will initially be
purchased by Caltrans, then transferred to the Land
Trust.
Stewardship of LCLT properties remains a top priority even during shelter-in-place. We continue to mow
the grass at our Rodman Preserve so that we can resume normal activities when the SIP is removed. We
also continue to inspect our conservation easements to
ensure that their health and conservation values are
maintained. We recently noticed trespassing—
including the cutting down and removal of oak trees—
on one easement and are now working with the property owner to stop the trespass while we closely monitor the easement.
At Boggs Lake Preserve, a $5,000 grant from the
Rose Foundation gave us significant progress towards
replacing the 28-year-old floating platform on Boggs
Lake. We also had the Nature Conservancy (TNC) on
board to provide the balance of the funding. Then
came COVID-19 and the economic crisis. All capital
expenditures by TNC are now postponed for at least a
year. We are hoping to have funding to replace the
platform in 2021.
As we continue to keep our environment safe and
healthy, we hope all of you are staying safe and healthy
too.

This is why we choose to live in Lake County.
View from Executive Director’s Tom
Smythe’s “new office.”
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Blue Oak

Native Lupine

Blooming Blue Oak

Spring arrives
at the Rodman
Preserve!
Wildflowers are beginning to bloom on this
beautiful property; oak trees are budding and
blooming and the California native bunch grasses
are greening up nicely. We are sorely missing the
twice monthly walks we’d typically be hosting at
the preserve near Upper Lake, but continue to
steward the property and look forward to when
we can all once again enjoy its beauty.
Stipa Pulchra
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Photos by Erica Lundquist

2019 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
2019 DONATION INCOME
Fundraisers and community events
General Membership contributions
Wright Capital Campaign
Stewardship Support Fund
Bequests
Grants
Other Revenue Sources:
TOTAL INCOME

$79,461.00
$52,882.00
$98,850.00
$15,700.00
$0.00
$6,000.00
$0.00
$252,893.00

2019 OPERATING EXPENSE
Land Stewardship and Conservation
Fundraisers and Community Events
Membership Support and Development
Administration (wages & professional services)
Regional Partnerships and Associations Dues
Conferences and Professional Development
Program Support (office expenses, insurance, etc.)
Capital Expenditures
Wright Acquisition
TOTAL EXPENSE

$5,218.88
$9,332.58
$10,075.00
$80,444.25
$2,025.00
$1,196.00
$10,571.45
$0.00
$9,575.00
$128,438.16

NET GAIN

$124,454.84

MONETARY ASSETS
Melo & BVW Fund
Wright Acquisition Fund
Donor -designated stewardship funds
Boggs Lake
Operating Reserves (unrestricted)
TOTAL MONETARY ASSETS 12/31/2019

$17,806.03
$94,631.95
$23,100.00
$8,953.24
$85,771.86
$230,263.08

Sadly we have had to cancel our yearly Spring
event hosted by Bernie and Lynne Butcher at
their Tallman Hotel and Blue Wing Café. Enjoy
these images of last year’s event. Please
support both the Blue Wing and other local
restaurants by ordering take-out or buying gift
cards whenever you can.
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LCLT 2020 Membership*
It's because we all share a love for our beautiful wild land and the life that it sustains that we come together to protect it. It's because of your support that we are able to protect and preserve Lake County’s
wildlands in perpetuity. Thank you all for the support that you give us to do this vital work.
Golden Eagle: $1,000+
Else & Kaj Ahlmann
Beckstoffer Vineyards
Angela & Richard Birk
Bruce Brugler
Lynne Bruner
Lynne & Bernard Butcher
Richard & Liane Campodonico
Laurie & Doug Dohring
Norman Eichelmann
Ken Gonzales
Teresa T Gregory
Charlotte Griswold
Darlene Hecommovich
Keeling-Barnes Family Foundation
Tje Koski
Carol & Bill Lincoln
Roberta & Harry Lyons
Susan Morton
Tom & Val Nixon
Edward Oswalt
Paul Pennington
Joyce & Russell Porterfield
Sasha & John Reynolds
Wendy & Rick Reynolds
Stacy Schummer
Louis Schump
Jacquline & Thomas Smythe
Russ & RJ Stager
Ruth & John Stierna
Catherine & Michael Thiemann
Deborah & David Vaughan
Merry Jo Oursler & David Velasquez
Osprey: $500- $999
Kathy & Brad Barnwell
Paula Bond
Linda & Milan Cornett
Jackie & Paul Farley
Gayle Gura
Kathy & Larry Jansen
Jonas Energy Solutions
Erica Lundquist & Randy Krag
Debbi Sally & Ken Ling
Val Scheifler
Susanne & Jim Scholz
Elodie Weeks
Ilene Weeks
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Blue Heron: $100- $499
Joan Bert & Stephanie Agustinovich
Jim Alderson
Michael & Angela Alten
Joyce Anderson
Jon Ballestros & Brian Fisher
Kenneth Barnes
Iola Bartlett & Douglas Epps
Andrew Belschner & Tom DiRenzo
Connie Besgrove
Cora Ann Blue
Sandra Boorn
Pamela & Bill Bordisso
Gae Henry & Henry Bornstein
Karen & Kevin Bradley
Victoria Brandon
Elizabeth & John Brookes
Donna Lou & Bill Brown
Peggy Campbell
Chernoh Excavating, Inc.
Elizabeth & Ivan Clinton
Olga & Kim Clymire
Tosha Comendant
Community First Credit Union- Lakeport
Joan & Russell Cremer
John Diederich, Jr.
Debbie Doran
Sara L Dorn
Meredith & Geoffrey Drake
Barbara Ehr
Michael Ellis
Steve & Carol Ellis
Karen Ettinger
Denis Eucalyptus
Debra Loomis & Davis Everett
Anita & Wayne Farnholtz
Susan & William Friedman
William Gilbert
Patty & Gary Grantham
Roslyn Griffin
Kristine Groff
Herb Gura
Sissa & Doug Harris
Donna & Phillip Hartley
Carol Hornish Hays
Linda & Steve Hedstrom
David A Hicks
Becky & Jim Hiss

Lily & Joe Bob Hitchcock
Nancy Hodges
Lynn & Greg Howerton
Robert & J Huddleston
Gail & Jim Jonas
Karen Kennedy
Cathy Koehler & Paul Aigner
Colleen & William Kranz
Dave Kwinter
Judith & Albert Lamperti
Sherrill E Lavagnino
Dona & Michael Lee
Joan Libby
Suzanne & Donald Lindsay
Katherine Lindsley
Susan Lindstrom
Susan & Roberto Lozano
Suzanna & Rick Macedo
Pamela & Gary Maes
Shannon Maurer
Arlene & Larry McGarvie
Peter McGee
Pat & Jon Meyer
Kelsey Creek Mhp
Margaret & Arthur Miller
Sarah Nave
Noble Family Llc
Angela Nuckles
Cheryl & Lawrence Oreglia
Janet Parnie
Susan Peregoy
Sondra Peterson
Pomo Investment Corp
Bob & Carol Prather
Big Valley Properties
Michele Quere
Martha Fio Rito
Patricia Rosa
Denise Rushing
Sue Samota
Kathy & Thomas Scavone
Mary Ann & Peter Schmid
Diane & Ron Schmurr
Toni & Phillip Scully
Andrea Duflon & John Sheridan
Angela & Alan Siegel
Karen & Thomas Sinclair
Anita & George Speake

Janine Sprecher
Jed Steele
Olga & Jim Steele
Sue & Win Stiles
David Stimmel
Janet Swedberg
Cheryl & Robert Todd
Barbara & Neil Towne
Donald Tripp
Shirley Van de Wiel

John & Jeri Vanzetti
Deborah & David Vaughan
William B Walker, MD
Sharon Weeks
Christie White
Nikki & Jerry White
Evelyn Wachtel & John Wise
Snowy Egret: $20 - $99
Linda & Harvey Abernathey
Jody Altic
Mary Benson
Jim Bridges
Susan Cannon
Nancy Cary Smith & Bob Smith
Carroll & John Citi
Kelly Cox
Julie Daul
Carol & Mark Dellinger
Dee & Dan Desmond
Carol & Hans Dobusch
The Dorn Family
Jack Elizares
Joni & Brock Falkenberg
Lois Feron
Heather Fisher
Cathy Fox
Allen Franz
Dave Gilmore
Pauline E Giottonini
Green Page, Llc
Patty Coughlan & Scott Hale
Neena & Val Hanchett
Kimberly & Duane Harper
Sandy & Frank Hedley
Claudia & Scott Hein
Jane & Brian Hines
Lori & Chris Holmes
Annette & Jon Hopkins
Mary Beth & Carl Peter Ingvoldstad
Joanne Jameson
Jane and Linda's Custom Framing

Pauli & Tom Jeffers
Peggy & Richard Jones
Irene & Robert Justice
Heather Conlin & Richmond Kelly
Jacob Komrij
Aaltje Koski
Nancy & Kris Langdon
Susie LaPointe
Loring Lynch
Jayne & Jeff Lyon
Vicki & John Maley
Tony & Claudia Marchese
Helen Kate McAllister-Ironwood & Roy Ironwood
Kathryn & Dennis McKaig
Mito & Kiko Mitchell
Sandra Moura
John Musilli
Sheila O'Hara & Bill Fredriksson
Mary Oom
Judy & Bill Rett-Barnes
Verna & David Rogers
Carmen Fox Ross & Richard Ross
Nancy & Stephen Stetzer
Joan & Chuck Sturges
Vicki & Steve Sukup
David B Thiessen
Patsy Thorburn
Tierras Schlies LLP
Robert Van Horn
Lisa & Paul Vartabedian
Fredrick Veio
Jeannie Vierra
Jennifer & Sean Warner
Karen Weston
Stella Winckler
Kennie & John Winter
Charlene & John Woolley
Jeanne & Mark Wotherspoon
*2020 membership is based on 2019 giving.
You may have recently received your
Spring Appeal letter— your opportunity to
keep your membership current through next
year and to enhance the work that LCLT is doing
among the natural surroundings of Lake County.
Another convenient way to contribute is by
visiting lakecountylandtrust.org and clicking
on “Donate to the Land Trust” or fill out the form
on page 13 in this newsletter and send it by mail.
Thank you for your generous and
ongoing support!
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Boggs Lake Preserve.

Boggs Lake Preserve

New sign at Boggs Lake Preserve.

Ancient Oak at Boggs Lake.
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Photos by Ruth Stierna

In the early 1970s an insightful group of California
Native Plant Society members, botanists from the
University of California, and local residents asked
Fibreboard Company to consider setting aside one of
the largest vernal pools in California and some of its
adjacent forest. Fibreboard took the request seriously, and in 1972 donated the land that became the
Boggs Lake Preserve. The Nature Conservancy
(TNC) agreed to manage it.
Significant improvements were made to the preserve in 1984. TNC staff drafted a new design for
Boggs Lake, expanding the protected area by more
than 100 more acres and connecting the preserve to
the county road to provide public access.
This beautiful and unique Preserve protects three
endangered species of plants: the Boggs Lake hedgehyssop, Gratiola heterosepala; the few flowered Navarretia, Navarretia leucocephala ssp. Pauciflora;
and the toothed downinga Downinga cuspidate.
Each is only found near vernal pools.
The preserve is also home to much wildlife! Deer,
coyotes, jackrabbits, chipmunks, grey squirrels, raccoons, skunks, bobcats, fox and over a 139 species of
birds—including both Bald and Golden eagles, 3 species of nuthatch, pileated woodpeckers, hermit warblers, purple martins, red-winged blackbirds, ruddy
ducks, marsh wrens, mallards, and California quail.
TNC built a viewing platform in 1992 to allow the
general public a magnificent view of the vernal pool
without risking the trampling of the endangered
plants.
In 2008, Sonoma State University utilized Boggs
Lake and the viewing platform to solve the temperature-sex mystery of the Western Pond Turtle by
(Continued on page 11)

Canada Geese at Boggs Lake.
(Continued from page 10)

mapping where eggs were laid. Hatchling turtles are
more likely to be female if they spend 30% of their
incubation period above 29 degrees Celsius. (84.2
degrees Fahrenheit). The project discovered nests farther away from the pond than anticipated and that
they were used annually by the same female.
When TNC needed help managing Boggs Lake Preserve in 2011, LCLT stepped up to the task and has
been co-managing the preserve ever since.
Over the ensuing years, LCLT has made its own
improvements, erecting a new interpretive panel,
redesigning self-guided trail maps, and installing
numbered posts. Volunteer work parties (hosted by
LCLT supporters Andrew Belschner and Tom
DiRenzo) have cleared trails and repaired fence posts.
Most recently a new sign has been installed so that the
parking area is visible from Harrington Flat Road.
Today efforts on the self-guided trail to clear the fallen
coniferous trees from the drought-induced bark beetle
die off are ongoing.
After years of use, the viewing platform installed in
1992 is showing its age, and negotiations are underway
with TNC for funding to install a new and updated
platform.
It is only because of you that LCLT is able to
continue to conserve and steward this beautiful one-ofa-kind, biodiverse place. Thank you for your support!

Boggs Lake with Manzanita.
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Rabbit Hill recovers and flourishes
after 2015 Valley Fire
By Ruth Stierna
It is hard to believe that it’s been almost a year since
Lake County Land Trust (LCLT), Middletown Art Center (MAC), and a group of enthusiastic artist-sculptors
celebrated the intersection of art and nature on Rabbit
Hill with the installation of Vertical Pathways, a collection of white totem tree sculptures that rise to the
sky honoring the forest that was destroyed in the Valley Fire.
Rabbit Hill is a 10-acre natural preserve in the center of Middletown. The pictures above show the hill
recovering and blossoming in the late afternoon spring
sunlight.
It is inspiring to watch nature progress in restoring
Rabbit Hill's many rare, native species. The winds of
this past winter blew many of the stark burned tree
and shrub skeletons to the ground, and these remnants of the Hill's once beautiful forest now gradually
decompose into the thin, rocky Serpentine soil that
covers Rabbit Hill.
As springtime progresses, an abundant and rejuvenated chaparral, softer in appearance, has begun to
green and flower.
Shortly before shelter-in-place impacted all of us,
LCLT made significant safety and maintenance improvements to Rabbit Hill’s roadway and its border.
Potentially hazardous snags were removed, the walkway was smoothed and graded, and diversions were
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installed to prevent the rutting caused by water runoff.
If you’re wanting to get a bit of exercise during shelterin-place, Rabbit Hill’s road is wide enough to easily accommodate social distancing! A moderately difficult
short but steep walk of approximately ¼ mile will bring
you to the summit, rewarding you with stunning 360degree views.
Visible as you face southwest and turn right (or west)
are Mt. St. Helena and part of the Mayacamas Mountain
Range leading to Cobb Mountain. Looking northwest is a
stunning view of the Clear Lake Volcanics Range.
Facing east and north from Rabbit Hill's summit you
will spy other mountains and valleys, and peer down
upon the village of Middletown.
It's an altogether breathtaking panorama enhanced by
soaring hawks and the calls of songbirds flying from
shrub to shrub. Abundant Painted Lady Butterflies feed
on white blooming Yerba Santa, a shrub growing along
the Preserve's roadsides, and the white painted tree totem sculptures high above the road beautifully contrast
with the surrounding chaparral.
You restored Rabbit Hill so that today it is not a place
scarred by fire, but one where native plants and animals
thrive and we enjoy a deep connection to nature.
Your continued interest and support of LCLT assists
with ongoing stewardship, allowing this natural wonder
in the center of Middletown to be enjoyed today and in
the future.

Become a member of

The Lake County Land Trust
Membership Benefits include:
Golden Eagle: $1,000+
Reserved seating at our Annual Dinner • Guided hike and picnic
lunch at a specially featured Land Trust property • Invitation to our
annual “State of the Land Trust,” Coffee • Acknowledgement on
our Land Trust website and publication in our Land Trust newsletter, updated annually • Lake County Land Trust newsletter either
via email or a mailed paper copy
Osprey: $500-$999
Guided hike and picnic lunch at a specially featured Land Trust
property • Invitation to our annual “State of the Land Trust,”
Coffee • Acknowledgement on our Land Trust website and publication in our Land Trust newsletter, updated annually. • Lake County
Land Trust newsletter, either via email or a mailed paper copy.
Blue Heron: $100-$499

Yes! I want to become a member
of the Lake County Land Trust!
 Yes, I would like to join the LCLT
 Please renew my membership with LCLT
 Please increase my membership support with the
below contribution

 Please sign me up as a sustained giving member and
bill my credit card on a monthly basis for the amount
indicated below.

Amount Enclosed $____________

Name_______________________________
Address_____________________________________
City, ST, Zip:_________________________________
Phone:_____________________________________
Email:______________________________________

Make checks payable to: LCLT
Mail to: PO Box 1017, Lakeport, CA 95453

Invitation to our annual “State of the Land Trust,”• Coffee and
acknowledgement on our Land Trust website and
published in our Land Trust newsletter updated annually.

I’d like to pay with my credit card:
Card Type: VISA MasterCard (circle one)
Card#______________________________

Snowy Egret: $20-$99

Expires____/____ Security Code*______

Acknowledgement on our Land Trust website and published in our
Land Trust newsletter updated annually.• Lake County Land Trust
newsletter, either via email or a mailed paper copy.
Membership period is for one calendar year.

(*3 digit code on back of your card)

Signature:__________________________________
Please send my newsletter by

Email

US Mail
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What could have been. What is.
And...What will be!
(Continued from page 1)

nomenal LCLT supporters and that barn isn’t going
anywhere! We look forward to recreating this event in
the future.
Spring Celebration at the Tallman
Slated for May 31st, the crowd-pleasing annual Spring
Celebration, presented by Bernie and Lynne Butcher
and held in the courtyard of their Tallman Hotel will
not be happening at the end of May. While we’ll miss
ushering in spring at the Tallman, our hope is to hold
the event later in the year.
Community Meeting
A community meeting designed to bring together the
Land Trust’s neighbors at the Melo Wetland Preserve is
on hold.
Please stay tuned … We promise to keep you posted
as we are able to re-calendar these and other community-building Land Trust events.
Work Days, Walks & The Natural World
While our annual clean-up day at Boggs Lake
Preserve and other work parties have been postponed,
we are encouraged by the healing that is happening in
the natural world on a global level—the Himalayas can
now be seen from parts of the Punjab, 125 miles away;
although the pictures of dolphins in Venice Canal
turned out to be fake news, the water is now so clear
you can see the fish. Let’s hope we can remain aware of
the impact that human kind is having on our wild lands
and animals and all make an extra effort to reduce that
impact when we emerge from this pandemic. It could
be an opportunity for a mass awakening of compassion
toward the natural world!
In our corner of the natural world, we have good
news of our own this spring. Before the shelter in place
mandate, a group of volunteers gathered at the Rodman Preserve, the Lake County Land Trust’s keystone
property, to weed around our native California bunch
grasses and plant more of them. The preserve is home
to at least five native California Bunch grasses – including the California State Grass, Stipa Pulchra, or
Purple Needle Grass. Our vision is to create a native
grass prairie around the Nature Preserve House. It will
be an idyllic spot where everyone can stroll the
grounds, view the unique native grasses of California,
and learn about the critical role they play in the health
of our ecosystems.
With your support we will also build a simple walkway along the flood-prone parts of the main trail so
14

that the trail can be used year-round.
We have completed several small but noteworthy
construction projects this spring. There is now a sign
at the Melo Wetland Preserve highlighting donors to
this land acquisition. At the Boggs Lake Preserve that
the Land Trust co-manages with The Nature Conservancy, a new sign has been erected making the preserve
and its trails much easier to locate.
In addition, Rabbit Hill Park in Middletown, a favorite walking place for many local residents, has been
spiffed up. Water bars have been dug across the access
road to the hill’s peak to help direct rain flow and decrease erosion, and hazardous trees limbs have been
removed. We were careful to leave the higher tree
limbs to provide habitat for woodpeckers, cavity nesting birds and the insects they feed on. Future plans for
this park include informative signage relating to the
natural history and geology of the area, as well as directional landmark indicators and a shade structure.
We also look forward to volunteer workdays designed
to clean up the landscape in order to reveal the native
plants and grasses that wildlife depend on. Member
support will make these exciting plans a reality!
Our hope is that conserved lands become increasingly recognized as a vital part of the fabric of Lake County life and a source of pride for Lake County residents.
Your support will make that vision a reality.

The peaceful wetland on the Lake County Land
Trust’s Melo Preserve on Clipper Lane in the
Big Valley.

Osprey have returned to their various nesting
spots around the lake.

Sign up with
and find activities
for like-minded
people with
similar interests.
Clear Lake is an important home to nesting
Western and Clarkes Grebes. A baby grebe is
hitching a ride on mama’s back.

Lake County
Land Trust
is part of the
Konocti Regional Trails
group on
.
Join today and start
getting out there
once our trails
are open!

An iconic view of Mt. Konocti.
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Who We Are
2020 Calendar of Events
We will keep you updated as soon
as our walks at the Rodman Preserve
and other activities resume.

The Lake County Land Trust is a local, 501 (c) (3) charitable nonprofit
organization directly involved in protecting important land resources.
These include: wetlands, wildlife habitats, parks, forests, watersheds,
riparian stream corridors, lakeside areas, and trails. The trust is also
concerned with property that has unique scenic, cultural, agricultural,
educational, or historical value.
Officers:
President Val Nixon
Vice-President Bill Lincoln
Treasurer John Stierna
Secretary Erica Lundquist

For info contact:
Lake County Land Trust,
PO Box 1017, Lakeport
CA 95453 • (707)262-0707

Board Members: Roberta Lyons,
Catherine Koehler, and
Merry Jo Velasquez

(email)
lclt@lakecountylandtrust.org

Development Director Melissa Kinsel
Finance Director Anne Martin

www.lakecountylandtrust.org
Tax I.D. No. 68-0332712

Executive Director Tom Smythe

A sponsor member of the

LAND TRUST ALLIANCE
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