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Lake County Land Trust welcomes
Catherine Koehler as new director

By Roberta Lyons

he Lake County Land
Trust is pleased to wel-
come its new Executive

Director, Catherine Koehler. After
Executive Director (ED) Susanne
Scholz announced her retirement
plans for March of 2010, the Trust
set about searching for someone to
fildl her shoes,
noted one board member. But, as it
turned out, Koehler, with a strong
background in science and most
importantly a love for Lake
County, was among the many
qualified applicants who applied
for the position.

Our new ED has a BS in Zoology
and an MS in Behavioral Ecology.
She currently works as the resident
co-director, along with her hus-
band Paul Aigner, for the Donald
and Sylvia McLaughlin Reserve in
Eastern Lake County. She will con-
tinue in this position as both it and
the land trust ED positions are half
-time.

Koehler has an impressive back-
ground in the biological sciences
and a deep appreciation of the
combinations of geology and ecol-
ogy that comprise the often rare
and unigue ecosystems of Lake

New Executive Director for the Lake County Land Trust, Catherine
Koehler, is pictured with Land Trust President, Pete McGee, left; and
Land Trust board member, Jon Ambrose.

County. She is proud of her ability
to work with diverse groups of peo-
ple, fostering positive outcomes for
common goals. She is currently
Chair of the Blue Ridge Berryessa
Natural Area Conservation Part-
nership and has a background in
developing and conducting science

and natural history based public
outreach and education.

Koehler has worked on projects
ranging from restoration projects
for Inland Coastal Sage Scrub, to
bird inventories on U.S. Navy
Lands in Southern California and
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Letter from the President Rabbit Hill

| had a phone call on Christmas from my
old college roommate, Steve. He and | al-
ways held vastly different political views.
Steve was always very conservative and |
was quite liberal. | have become more tra-
ditional in my thinking over the years, but |
feel really blessed to have had this friend-
ship for nearly 40 years in spite of our
strongly held positions on social and politi-
cal matters.
Pete McGee The beauty of the land trust movement

in America is that it rarely divides people

along political lines. Both liberals and conservatives can agree on
the importance of saving farmlands, and beautiful natural areas.
The waters get muddy when you start to talk about the role of gov-

ernment in this process, but a grass roots, community-based land Pete McGee takes a moment on
trust is generally appealing to both sides. Rabbit Hill before quoting from
ASilent Springo
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This year will be filled with challenges for the Lake County Land
Trust. We will be saying difficult good -byes to Susanne Scholz who
is retiring from the Executive Director position. However, we wel-
come Catherine Koehler to the job. Catherine has her degrees from
the University of Calgary; a Bachelors Degree is in Zoology and a
Masters Degree in Ecology. Catherine is currently the CeDirector
of the McLaughlin Reserve. Working for U.C. Davis half time,
she is able to take on the Lake County Land Trust job, which is
also part time.

Although we will deeply miss Susanne Scholz, we are confident
that Catherine can help guide our mission through this coming dec-
ade. Catherine will attend some meetings with us in January and ]
start in February. Susanne has set the table for a seamless transi- built for the Hamanns by the
tion. About a year ago, Susanne pushed for the purchase of new Department of Forestry.
software called eTapestry. This new program will allow Catherine to
manage databases efficiently, and this should streamline the work of
coordinating a membership-based organization. Also, Susanne will
stay on long enough to see that Catherine has a solid understanding
of the challenges of the job.

Thank you Susanne for all the years that you dedicated to the Lake
County Land Trust.

Remnants of the stone lavatory

Follow us on Face Book & Twitter
You can now become a Land Trust fan on Face Book at http://
www.facebook.com/pages/Lower-Lake-CA/Lake-County-Land-
Trust/1372821765342ref=mf and follow wus on Twitter, Dash Merrick -Kamm and Pete
www.twitter.com/Iclandtrust. McGee walk up Rabbit Hill with
Dashoés dog, Zip.



http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lower-Lake-CA/Lake-County-Land-Trust/137282176534?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lower-Lake-CA/Lake-County-Land-Trust/137282176534?ref=mf
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Lower-Lake-CA/Lake-County-Land-Trust/137282176534?ref=mf
http://www.twitter.com/lclandtrust

Cultural resource investigation

completed fo

By Susanne La Faver

A recent cultural resource inves-
tigation, as part of a land manage-
ment plan at Rabbit Hill in Mid-
dletown, identified one historic
archaeological site and several iso-
lated historic features. Conducted
by Dr. John and Cheyanne Parker
of Archeological Research in Lu-
cerne, the findings help Lake
County Land Trust directors pre-
serve the site and determine best
public activities at the park.

AThe study <concl
Land Trust property, Rabbit Hill
teaches us about the natural
worl d, 60 said
ecutive director, Lake County Land
Trust . ABut it al
tant information about the history
of Middletown. 0o

As part of the study, Dr. Parker,

a registered professional archae-
ologist, and Cheyanne, with 12
years archaeological field and lab
experience, conducted a field in-
spection of Rabbit Hill.

AHI storic
mation about major events and
prominent citizens in Middle-
townds past, but
life for Middletown residents exists
during the time a stage came
through town
Parker said.

Iltems found in the historic ar-
chaeological site suggest general
household refuse from the late
1800s, including pieces of ceramic
ware, glass bottles, a soldered milk
can, and a brass kerosene lamp
reservoir.

A concrete cistern reinforced
with scrap pieces of farm equip-
ment, suggesting late 1800 or early
1900 construction, was most likely
the remains of a water tank that
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rete McGee, left, led a stroll up Rabbit

d-ake Goynly -and Tust Presidgny i

Hill for the Sierra Club -Lake Group Sunday, November 15, 2009. Partici-
pants included, Theresa Dickinson, back to camera, Lower Lake; John
and Cheyanne Parker, Lucerne; Lyle La Faver and Ed Dearing, Hidden
Valley Lake. Not photographed are Dash Merrick -Kamm, Lower Lake,
and Susanne La Faver, Hidden Valley Lake.

Ph.D.
archaeological research of native

John Parker, discusses
cultures. Also pictured are

Cheyanne Parker and Pete McGee.

Atop Rabbit Hill.

would have allowed gravity flow of

water down slope to a residence.
Corrugated roofing material,

perhaps remains

of a

and a sheep shear stamped with
AKei ser Ma d e i n
also found. Though no structure
k i d(Gostinuefl od pades)

t

he



