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Western and Clark’s Grebe

work underway on Clear Lake
Nesting grebes found at Rodman Slough

udubon California along with two other North-

ern California Audubon societies, are partner-

ing with our local Redbud Audubon Society in

an effort to protect nesting colonies of Western
and Clark’s grebes in Northern California. A grant has been
awarded by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to
study and take protective action on four lakes in this region,
and Clear Lake is one of those lakes. Redbud Audubon will
spearhead the local monitoring of the nesting grebes, and is
also donating money to purchase signs and buoys warning
boaters to “slow down,” when in the vicinity of nesting colo-
nies that are now being identified by volunteers.

One of those volunteers is Brad Barnwell, a board mem-
ber of the Lake County Land Trust as well as being active in
the Redbud Audubon Society. Brad has taken some as-
tounding pictures of the grebes found in the Rodman
Slough vicinity, near property owned and operated by the
Lake County Land Trust, our Rodman Slough Preserve and
Nature Education Center.

“Western and Clark’s Grebes are an important part of
California’s diverse array of migratory water birds. Not only
are they popular among bird enthusiasts, but they are also
an integral part of this state’s natural legacy. This makes it
all the more alarming that these birds began experiencing a
sudden decline in the latter part of the last century,” noted
Gary Langham, Ph.D. Director of Bird Conservation for
Audubon California in his grant submission letter to the
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation. \ -

Extensive grebe habitat makes up a large portion of the Chicks, riding on the backs of their parents
Lake County Land Trust Big Valley Wetlands Conservation is an endearing quality of Western and
Project that is currently being developed. Clark’s Grebes. Photos by Brad Barnwell




We Would Like Your Email addresses!!!

If you are a member of the Lake County Land Trust Rookery Member-
ship Club and would like your Land Trust newsletter via email only, please
let us know what your email address is. You can do this by simply emailing
your email address to membership chair, Roberta Lyons, at
roberta.lyons@att.net or call her at (707) 994-2024.

The goal is to start sending the newsletter electronically to save on post-
age and paper. We will be discontinuing the hard copy mailing of our news-
letters to non-members. However, our newsletter will be available at our
website: www.lakecountylandtrust.org. Also, hard paper copies of the
newsletter will continue to be sent to those Rookery Club members who
prefer that format.

Roberta Lyons, Membership Chair
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An adult Western Bluebird
feeds its two young, shortly
before the birds fledged. The
birds nested in one of the
many bird houses that have
been erected at the Rodman
Slough Preserve.

Bluebird boxes
put to good use

Numerous bird houses have
been erected at the Lake County
Land Trust’s Rodman Slough Pre-
serve. The houses have proven to
be a big attraction to the many
Western Bluebirds that inhabit the
area, as well as Tree Swallows and
some flycatchers.

Board member, and nature pho-
tographer, Brad Barnwell, was able
to photograph the adult bluebirds
feeding the babies, not long before
the baby bluebirds actually
fledged, or left the box. The blue-
birds took to the air on June 21.
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Leaving a legacy: What better legacy
is there to leave than your commit-
me nt to
natural resources for future genera-
tions? Please consider a donation to
the Lake County Land Trust. To dis-
cuss how you can name the Trust in
your will or estate plan call the Land
Trust’'s Executive
Koehler at (707) 262-0707.
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Evan Waterman is shown finishing his work on mounting the
dedication tiles at the Rodman Slough Preserve Nature Educa-
tion Center.

Memorial Tiles now in place
at Rodman Nature Center

For several years the Lake County Land Trust has offered the opportunity
to Land Trust supporters to purchase a memorial or dedication tile for a
loved one, family member, or friend. The tiles are 6” by 6” tiles that depict
wildflowers from the preserve plus a space for a dedication text.

The tiles have now been beautifully mounted at the Rodman Slough Na-
ture Education Center. They have been mounted above and on the front of
the fire place. The work was done by Evan Waterman of Ukiah, a master
tile layer. Evan, who is the nephew of Land Trust board member, Roberta
Lyons, donated the $1200 job to the trust.

There are numerous spaces for the addition of more tiles, and for a $500
contribution a tile will be created by local tile artist, Barbara LeVasseur.
Barbara has donated the work on these tiles for the past several years; it
was her idea, and it has proven to be quite popular.

Your memorial, inscription, or dedication can become a part of this per-
manent display at the Rodman Nature Education Center. You can choose
any of the five patterns of the 6” by 6” tiles that depict wildflowers, and add
your dedication of up to 40 characters, including spaces.

All proceeds from the tiles are used to support the upkeep and manage-
ment of the Rodman Slough Preserve.

Please call the Lake County Land Trust at (707) 262-0707 if you would
like to purchase a tile. Tell us the lettering you would like and choose from
the tile designs which are available on the website at
www.lakecountylandtrust.org. Go to the “Support” tab and scroll down to
view the tiles.

Follow us on Face
Book & Twitter

You can now become a Land
Trust fan on Face Book at
http://www.facebook.com/
pages/Lower-Lake-CA/Lake-
County-1Land-
Trust/1372821765342ref=mf
and follow us on Twitter,
www.twitter.com/Iclandtrust.

Archaeologist Dr. John
Parker to lead walk at
Rodman Slough Preserve

On Saturday, Sept. 4 starting at 9
a.m. local archaeologist, Dr. John
Parker will lead a stroll through the
Rodman Slough Preserve, at 6350
Westlake Road (the corner of
Westlake Road and the Nice-
Lucerne Cutoff), off Hwy. 29 be-
tween Lakeport and Upper Lake.

Participants will be taken on an
imaginary trip back in time and
learn about the natural changes
that have occurred in the Clear
Lake Basin since the last Ice Age.

Dr. Parker’s projects have been
featured in national and interna-
tional media and he has specialized
in the Native American culture of
the Clear Lake basin.
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“Preferred Growth Scenario,”
has been formulated

By Roberta Lyons
Starting in 2008, community

members began meeting to work
on the Lake County 2030 Blue-
print, the intention being to create
a document which identifies a
“Preferred Growth Scenario” for
the county and which would serve
as a guide to local government for
planning and policy development,
particularly for land use and trans-
portation. This effort was spear-
headed by the Lake County/City
Area Planning Council (APC) with
the goal of completing a preferred
growth scenario for Lake County
by early 2010. Two rounds of
workshops were held throughout
the County in which modeling and
visioning aids were used to con-
sider how Lake County could grow
and develop in the next 20 years.
The Lake County Land Trust
participated in the workshops,
with board member Tom Gilliam
serving as a facilitator at several of
the meetings. The workshops were
held at various locations around
the county, and were attended by
several hundred citizens who
shared their viewpoints and par-
ticipated in analyses prioritizing
community assets and assessing
various possible growth scenarios.
The discussions at these work-
shops led to the development of
the vision and principles, and ulti-
mate creation of the draft
“Balanced Growth Scenario,”
which represents the desired vision
of Lake County in 2030. Congratu-
lations to the APC team for com-
pleting this task. In the future,

Lake APC staff will coordinate with
local organizations and agencies to
facilitate implementation of the
plan.

The concerns expressed by the
2030 Blueprint workshop partici-
pants, which resulted in the final
“Preferred Growth Scenario”, are
essentially the same as those of the
founding members of the Lake
County Land Trust and its many
supporters and members; namely:
how can Lake County accommo-
date growth and prosper, yet main-
tain its rural character, beauty, and
quality of life.

According to the APC newsletter,
written by Terri Persons, Associate
Planner, key features of the Bal-
anced Growth Scenario include a
vision of Lake County in 2030 that
focuses most growth within exist-
ing communities. Also included are
some new development areas that
incorporate smart growth features
such as community centers, bike
paths, and a range of housing
choices, with more medium and
high density housing which will
help reduce water consumption of
residential development. Incorpo-
rating more pedestrian infrastruc-
ture and transit to improve access
to businesses and services was also
identified as a priority. This sce-
nario also uses less land area as
compared to the “current trends”
scenario which was based on con-
tinuing the existing development
patterns.

As Persons points out, the goal
for the Lake County 2030 Regional
Blueprint Plan is to guide local

government planning and policies,
particularly for land use and trans-
portation. The final Plan will serve
as guidance to local governments
as the County grows to an esti-
mated 101,000 residents by 2030.

But local governments are not
the only players that need to ac-
tively engage if the vision for Lake
County is to be realized. The Lake
County Land Trust has started to
play its part already by having pro-
tected significant areas of land in
Lake County, and currently a ma-
jor focus of the Land Trust is to
work towards protecting some of
the remaining wetlands along the
shores of Clear Lake.

Realistically, however, it is not
possible for the Trust to purchase
protection for all preservation-
worthy natural, agricultural, or
historical lands in the county.

Citizen participation in the con-
servation effort will be key to real-
izing the “balanced growth” sce-
nario.

Steps that individuals can take
include working with local and
regional conservation efforts, in-
cluding the Land Trust, to identify
and help facilitate worthy conser-
vation projects, and landowners
can becoming personally active in
conservation by legally protecting
their conservation-worthy lands
through donations of land or con-
servation easements to a qualified
conservation organization such as
the Lake County Land Trust. To-
gether, we have the vision for our
county, and together we can work
towards making it a reality.



Crawdad invasion!

Lake County residents who either live on the lake or on Cache Creek
are reporting sightings of numerous crawdads this year. Brad Barnwell,
Land Trust board member and photographer captured this picture of a
Black-crowned Night Heron enjoying a crawdad meal. Record-Bee col-
umnist Terry Knight has also written about the numerous crawdads. And
Land Trust supporters, Charlotte Griswold and Gae Henry, report 20 to
30 crawdads hanging on the weeds and docks near their homes on Cache
Creek. Nature is always interesting in Lake County and ever changing.
Crawdads are also called crayfish and are a freshwater crustacean related

to lobsters.

Benefits of the Rookery
Membership Club:

Snowy Egret: $20-$99

Acknowledgement on Land Trust website, updated annually

White Pelican: $100-$199

The Member Benefit listed above, plus:
Il nvitation to our annual 0S8
Annual recognition in the local media

Blue Heron: $200-$499

All of the Member Benefits listed above, plus:
Invitational reception at the Rodman Slough
Preserve Nature Center

Osprey: $500-$999
All of the Member Benefits listed above, plus:
Guided hikes of Land Trust properties

Golden Eagle: $1,000+

All of the Member Benefits listed above, plus:
Invitational wine tasting at local winery
Reserved seating at our Annual Benefit Dinner

LAND TRUST ALLIANCE

Yes! I want to join the

Rookery Membership Club:
Golden Eagle: $1,000+
Osprey: $500$999
Blue Heron: $200$499
White Pelican; $106$199
Snowy Egret: $26599

Amount Enclosed $

Name
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Land Trustéo

tpgdresds of the

City, ST, Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Make checks payable to: LCLT
Mail to: PO Box 711, Lower Lake, CA 95457
Federal ID Number# 68332712

I 8d |Ili ke to pay with my
Card Type: VISA MasterCard (circle one)
Card#

Expires /

Security Code*
(*the 3 digit code on the back of your card)
Signature:

ffee

edi



. ake Coun ty St

PAID

Land Trust o
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2010 Calendar of Local Events

The Lake County Land Trust shares a common goal with many other organizations in the County, the State and the Country, that of
preserving and enhancing our environment and educating the public about the wonders of nature. Through our newsletter we are able
to publicize other events, both locally and some out-of-county that we believe will interest our members. The public is cordially invited
to all of the events listed here.

Every Saturday — Walks at Rodman Slough Preserve — The Lake County Land Trust holds Saturday morning walks at the Rodman
Slough Preserve. Walks start at 8 a.m. June through August, and start at 9 a.m. September through May. Participants are asked to meet
at the Rodman Slough Preserve Nature Education Center on 6350 Westlake Road (the corner of Westlake and the Nice-Lucerne Cutoff).
No dogs, please, and heavy rain will cancel. Call Gaye Allen at (707) 928-4590 or Roberta Lyons at (707) 994-2024 for information.

Sept. 4 — Saturday — Local archaeologist Dr. John Parker will lead a stroll through the Rodman Slough Preserve on an imaginary
“trip back in time.” Starting at 9 a.m., the walk will take the place of the regular Saturday morning walk at the preserve.

Sept. 11 — Saturday — Old Time Bluegrass Festival at Anderson Marsh State Historic Park. A day of quality bluegrass music, craft
booths, food, beer and wine. Go to www.andersonmarsh.org for more information and how to purchase tickets.

Sept. 16 — Thursday — Redbud Audubon Society will present a program on Sandhill Cranes at its regular monthly meeting. The
public is welcome. Time and location to be announced.

Oct. 9 — Saturday — Lake County Land Trust annual dinner will be held at the Moore Family Winery on Bottle Rock Road starting at 5
p-m. Event features great food, Lake County wines, a fun silent auction, live music and program. Members receive invitations; the public
is also welcome. Call (707) 262-0707 for more information.

August 2010 Summer



http://www.andersonmarsh.org/

Pl ease save this
Join the Board and Volunteers at the

LAKE COUNTY LAND TRUS

Annual Dinner
Saturday, October 9th, 2010

At the K: m
Moore Family 2 \J\)\J Tickets
Winery c $6O

11990 Bottle Rock Rd.
Kelseyuville > E ac h

Dinner includes appetizers, meat or vegetarian entrée,
and dessert with coffee or tea

Local wines included throughout the event
Silent auction - Live music

Lake County Land Trust “Supporters of the Year” honored

Event starts at 5 pm * Dinner served at 6 pm

For sponsorship or more information
call (707)262-0707
Or email lclt@lakecountylandtrust.org




